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First Words 
Life is still good! I’ve been out & about on the old girl over the summer (not as much as 
I would have liked, but nevertheless, out & about) and I’m getting more and more used 
to its little quirks. I’m managing to change down from 3rd to 2nd without either missing it 
completely or just managing to engage it long enough to kid myself into think I’d got it 
before it slips out and sends the revs shooting over the red line yet again. I’m getting 
happier with the dripper, mixture and timing settings. I’m even getting used to the 
laughable contraptions that pretend and masquerade themselves to be brakes!  

I really am beginning to enjoy riding it and what’s more, the initial array of spanners, 
hammers and screwdrivers that accompanied my outings from the outset have now 
subsided to a single entry in my mobile’s contact list which details the Footman James 
breakdown & recovery contact number! But one question I have for you all…is it me, or 
does the beer really taste that much better when you’ve ridden out to the pub on your 
trusted little steed? 

============================ 

Changing the subject somewhat, have any of you tried to buy paint lately? Of course 
I’m not meaning your average litre tin of Dulux from the local B&Q – more the average 
litre tin of Cellulose? I tried it a few weeks ago after completing the repairs to the 
broken frame on my son’s little RM80 and was quite taken aback to be told by local 
branch of Rigby Taylor (that was once upon a time Brown Brothers – but who (at least 
in my locale) no longer sell automotive paints) that since last Xmass they could now 
longer legally sell Cellulose based paints. They went on to explain that there were only 
one or two suppliers, who specialise in supplying paints for vintage restorations that are 
now legally able to supply Cellulose paints for spraying.  

Not too daunted I asked if they could mix me the required colour in something like ICI 
Transport Paint, at which point the conversation quickly turned to an Q&A session as to 
what spray booth & extraction facilities I would be using. Now I don’t have any 
professional extraction facilities, but I do have some damn good DeVilbiss spray guns, 
a damn good compressor and a pretty good exhaust extraction kit suitable for any 
sized engine you care to mention up to 3 litres – which I assume can extract a lot more 
volume than my 15 litres / min compressor. All of this was, however, apparently 
irrelevant. It became pretty clear, that unless I could show that I was a genuine 
professional with correspondingly conformist extraction and filtration equipment I wasn’t 
going to get anything that could possibly be squirted out of a spray gun coming my way 
across the sales counter. This was not them wanting to assist my precarious financial 
position in times of economic depression, nor was it that they couldn’t be bothered to 
do business with Mr Joe Public (they finally agreed to sell me a very well mixed and 
fantastically colour-matched litre of paint suitable for brush painting – and which did 
brush on very well indeed) – it was all about them ensuring they hold up their side of a 
“duty of care” to ensure compliance with the latest legislation active in this increasingly 
nanny state of ours!! So….. 

Any body want to buy one 15 Litre/min – 150psi compressor, plus DeVilbiss spray gear 
– or should I just take it down to the local tip? 

=========================== 

Anyway – enough moaning – Welcome to another edition of the eNewsletter. I 
thoroughly hope that you have been enjoying getting out and about on your machines 
as much as I have and that equally, you enjoy the contents of this month’s edition.
 Regards Graham 
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The Scott e-newsletter 
 

Produced by Roger Moss with assistance from Graham Parker as a private non profit 
making project. It is intended for all who have an interest in Scott motorcycles, their 
variants and their history. The objective of this free monthly newsletter by email is to 
promote a sense friendship, fellowship and objective mutual help and interest, using 
modern communication technology. 

 

This newsletter is not connected with “The Scott Owners Club” or any of its sections. 
We do, however recommend membership of the SOC to those with serious long term 
Scott interests. 

 

Roger Moss and Graham Parker are both members. 

 

We are very happy indeed to receive your suggestions and especially your 
contributions to improve and develop this newsletter. In truth, if you like the concept, 

please help with the contributions , as the organisers 
will find it difficult to continue to supply regular new copy unaided. Help us to help you! 

 

Other languages . 

We publish this newsletter to help others. We do not reserve copyright. We would be 
very pleased if any person wished to translate the published information and make it 
freely available in any other language. 

 

For commercial re publishing in the English languag e. 

Please contact us first, but hey we need the publicity, just acknowledge your source, 
this is all we will ask. 

 

To receive your free newsletter, send us stories for publication, feedback, support or 
simply to be removed from the circulation list contact Graham Parker at 
Graham.Parker@Qualtecsolutions.com 

 

To send technical copy please contact Roger Moss via Roger@Mossengineering.co.uk 

 

If you enjoy our newsletter and have any friends who you think might find it interesting, 
why not forward it to them?  If they then wished to have it on a regular basis, they only 
need to tell us. 
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Techno Speak – Surging  
We had a problem with a bike surging and changing the carb made no difference. 

The ignition was OK, so we looked at the exhaust.  It was a 1.625" bore four stroke 
absorption type and the exhaust note was strident. 

The outlet into the fishtail on a Howarth silencer is about 0.875" diameter and a Scott 
goes well with this. 

We had found on other bikes that the exhaust needs to give a measure of back 
pressure so we fitted a restrictor bush in the end of the silencer of one inch bore. 

Result, no surging, good running and an exhaust note that was pleasing but not 
offensive. 

Conclusion, A Scott needs an appropriate exhaust system and just fitting any available 
silencer can upset engine behaviour. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Scotts on Wikipedia  
 

As part of the British Motorcycling Project on Wikipedia Tony has been busy researching into 
the history of Alfred Scott and has published a new article on Wikipedia.  He would be very 
grateful to anyone knowledgeable and willing to take some time to review the article with 
respect to accuracy and completeness. He would also like to hear from anyone who could 
supply him with a copyright free photo of Alfred. 

The article can be viewed via the link below: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Angas_Scott  

 

Please provide any information on photos or feedback on the article (corrections, additions or 
confirmation) at the following email address: 

EIRAJR@aol.com 
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The Rebirth of a Scott 
 

They keep coming out of the woodwork! 

 

The bike before the restoration 

 

I have just finished a project for John Hughes of San Diego, USA and as an internet 
newsletter is of greatest used to those furthest from the UK, I asked John if he could 
tell us a little about it  He got the following history from the bike’s previous Owner Jake 
Penner who still has a 1928 Scott.       Roger…. 

_____________________________________ 

 

The bike, a 1931 single down tube 600c short stroke tourer, was originally brought to 
Ontario in the early thirties by the first owner, who rode it until Blaine Cassons bought 
it, though Blaine did not say when he purchased it. Blaine who was a good friend to the 
first owner rode the bike for some time, until one cylinder was starting to seize. Blaine 
then parked the bike until some twenty years ago and wanted to restore the bike for his 
friend who was getting on in age. His friend passed away shortly thereafter and Blaine 
put the bike in boxes and in storage.  

A few years ago Blaine got started on the bike again and at the same time bought a 
Henderson Four. His interests were in the Henderson so he put the bike on Ebay to 
help fund the other bike, but for some reason it did not sell. I was looking for Triumph 
parts and stumbled on to the bike. Seeing the bike stirred an interest, so I did some 
research on the history of Alfred Scott and found this to be an advanced motorcycle for 
its day. This bike has a plated and rather large fuel tank, the levers are inverted and the 
hand shifter has not been removed, which was a common “improvement” to do back 
then. Having got in touch with Blaine and arranged its purchase I started to do the 
mock up of the frame and got busy racing Quarter Midgets with Braeden. He did not 
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take to it, however, Tyler, my middle son took to the sport; we are having a lot of fun 
and he is excelling in it. 

With my other projects and the racing, I realised I was not going to have time in the 
next 10+ years to get this finished. Racing takes two things time and money thus the 
bike was put up for sale.  Jake. 

___________________________________ 

 

John duly bought the bike from Jake Penner and decided to send the engine, gearbox, 
magdyno and carb to be rebuilt. Eddie Shermer rebuilt the gearbox, Shaun Hawker the 
magdyno, Martin Bratby the carb and myself the engine. 

The engine was rebored for new pistons and perked up a bit by increasing the 
efficiency of the gas flow from the carb through the inlet ports. If you look down the inlet 
of a Scott, you will see the ports to left and right of the central passage. 

Gas at speed will not happily change direction, so those ports nearest to the centreline 
will be most effective.  Unfortunately, the bridges between the port windows cause an 
area of disordered flow equal to twice the actual bridge width.  If you imagine that the 
bridges are twice width, you can also imagine that the gas does not have a very easy 
passage.  The bridges are there to prevent the rings from bulging out at bottom dead 
centre and being in danger of breakage.  But wait! The normal piston has two rings and 
if you fit pistons without rings and watch through the inlet as you rotate the flywheel, 
you will see that the second ring only goes past the top of the port by about 4mm.  The 
rest of the bridge serves no purpose other than to obstruct the gas flow.   

The Scott rod / piston assembly stretches 
about 0.027” at about 4000 rpm so you 
must allow that amount extra, plus a little 
safety margin, say the bottom of the 
bottom ring plus 1mm more.  The section 
below the centre two bridges can be 
carefully removed with a small hack saw 
as shown in the photo and nicely 
deburred.  We now have an area free of 
eddy making obstructions in the central 
position where 85% of the breathing is 
done.  By this means the engine breathes 
much better.  There are some amusing 

coincidences in life and in this case, the port flowing work performed on a bike made in 
England and now in San Diego, USA, was carried out by a motorcycle technician Daiji 
Ikarashi from Japan.  It’s a small world!   

I met Daiji at the Stafford show earlier in the year 
and he explained that he had come to the UK to 
study British vintage and classic bikes in general 
and their repair and upkeep in general.   

He asked if I would consider taking him as my 
apprentice, but I explained at 67 years of age, I 
would now prefer freedom from obligation, but he 
could spend some time with us if he wished.  He 
wished!   

 

        Daiji hard at work 
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The engine was given a weighted flywheel with a 22-tooth primary drive sprocket fitted 
and phosphate treated against corrosion.  John did not require degree markings all 
round his flywheel, so I marked it at 28 degrees before TDC at full advance.  The 
traditional Scott timing is 35 dg BTDC, but the extra cylinder filling enabled by the 
modified inlet gives increased compression pressure and thus a faster burn that needs 
the different ignition timing. 

As the bike is a single down tube model, it drives it’s magdyno from the clutch drum.  
As we increased the primary sprocket from 20 to 22 teeth, it was necessary to make a 
special mag sprocket with 22 teeth to synchronise the timing. 

The final result should be an engine that has more smooth torque with higher gearing. 
A USB memory stick was loaded up with all the documentation and many digital photos 
taken during the project to send to John, as this will be an important part of the history 
of the bike in the future. 

Shaun Hawker had been recommended by Norway’s Scott king Carl Stormer as he 
had rebuilt  mags and magdyno equipment for Carl previously.  Thanks for the advice 
Carl, Shaun did a quality job, as also did Martin Bratby who reconditioned the carb, 
again on Carl’s recommendation.  It goes without saying that my good friend Eddie 
Shermer had reworked the gearbox to perfection.  I felt quite proud to have arranged all 
this for John Hughes, especially as from the many email interchanges I felt that we had 
become friends. As we had all combined to put life back into this bike for years ahead, I 
could not ignore the quality of the packing.   

My good friend Tony Pacey who makes my 
engineering patterns, made some quality cases 
and the whole consignment is on its way to the 
USA as I write this.   

One late request was for a new radiator, so I have arranged for Graham Moag to make 
one, but without the bottom fixing as this tends to obstruct the flow to the central bottom 
outlet.  I always let the radiator hang on the top two mounts and the short bottom hose 
keeps the bottom nicely in position.  With luck, John might let us know how the final 
assembled bike runs.  Roger. 
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Phased Transfer Engine 
Those of you who were fortunate enough to attend the most excellent Abbotsholme 
weekend early this year, may have attended the presentation by Bob Collett of his 
“Phased Transfer Engine” design.  Bob spent a good part of his working life as an 
engine designer at Vauxhall Motors and has always been fascinated by engines.  Bob 
is a great admirer of the work of Harry Ricardo and his use of sleeve valves in engines.  
It was Harry Ricardo who convinced Fedden at Bristol to make this system a central 
feature of the highly successful Bristol radial aero engines.   

Bob has made several sleeve valve engines and one is currently on test at Cranfield 
University.  Bob’s concept for the first experimental Phased Transfer engine is to use 
as many standard components as possible to save expense.  The central feature of 
this special variant of the two stroke engine is that the transfer from the crankcase is 
taken to the transfer port of a different barrel where the piston is at a different part of its 
stroke cycle.  The Scott engine is fairly unique in that is has the transfer of gas from the 
crank chamber to the barrel via detachable external duct castings.   

 

Now consider an engine that is similar to 
the early Ariel square four.  This had two 
overhung crank units geared together.   
Now consider two Scott barrels in the 
same arrangement, but with the transfer 
ports both facing inwards towards each 
other.  It is now possible to make ducts 
that transfer the gas charge from one 
crankcase to the transfer inlet port on a 
different barrel.  The cranks are not at 180 
degrees as on a Scott, but at 90 degrees, 
so that when the cranks are geared 
together to a central take off gear, there 
are 4 power strokes per rev.   

 

 

Patterns and heat treated castings have been made and I have promised to machine 
these up over the winter at weekends.  Ted Hills, my designer colleague here at South 
Croxton, is using CAD to produce machining drawings from Bob Collet’s general 
arrangement drawings.  As Bob said, you can not expect any serious development 
grants until you have produced a prototype and proved the principle 
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Scottland  - Travels on Alfred Angas’s Creations! 
(by kind permission of Ted Parkin) 

 

Chapter 6 – Home Time! 
 

 

 

Let sleeping dogs lie? 
 

No chance! 

 
Woof, woof, woof, woof. 

 

4.30AM! 
 

Oh come on! Get Real! 

 

Woof, woof, woof, wooooooooof, wooooooooof…….. 

 

Now I don't mind a joke as you all know! But this early in the morning is carrying 
things a bit far, and I have to fight the temptation to throw a big boot out of the 
open window. Dawn is breaking in the east. A warm pink hue covering the sky 
with the promise of a reasonable start to the day.  

Woof, woof, woof, woof.  Why doesn't the landlady do something about all this 
racket! 

Nothing happens of course and the hands of the alarm clock reach 5.45 without 
a letup at which point I give in to the inevitable and dress for the day ahead. 

The Scott is safe as houses. I am rested and have some idea's about improving 
the riding position for the day ahead. 200 miles through some of the most 
stunning and challenging roads in the land need some small degree of comfort 
in the urinary department! 

I pack the rucksack. Make the bed. Sort out the cash for the nights lodging to 
brave the courtyard and Cyril! 

Cyril's bark is just that. No malice, no interest and just a way of passing another 
boring and paranoid day as I drop £15 onto the plate in the hall. Wheel the bike 
a respectful distance way from the house and hit the kickstart with a thud. 

 

Yowwlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll l! 
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And living history shriek's into a misty Scottish morning! 

 

A privilege to be here! 

 

Into the saddle, into first gear and into the West! 

 

Now! If you were the chief honcho of the Universe and you were in charge of 
setting up playgrounds for specific recreational pursuits, like Slarty Bartfarst, 
(Douglas Adams' Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy) creator of the coast of 
Norway. If you also happened to be the being in charge of bringing beaming 
smiles to middle-aged motorcycling men then you might in your infinite wisdom 
create the Cowel Peninsular! 

The Cowel Peninsular stretches from Mull of Kintyre to Upper Loch Fyne taking 
in some of the most spectacular vistas in the British Isles. Farm land, lochside 
meadows, moorland, mountains and steep valleys. 

So screaming away from Dunoon. It's Victorian gentility receding into the mists 
of time. Or should that be into the mist of oil smoke? No matter, as I ride the 
power of the back wheel into one of those freezing cold, crisp and clear Scottish 
mornings.  

The A815 to Strachur past Loch Eck on my left let me settle into the bike. The 
odd pothole mearly adding to my overall amusement. I forgot to change the 
riding position of course and suffer the consequences but it's small beer when 
the ride is so much fun. 

Just imagine you were on a machine with more power than you could possibly 
use on twisty roads. With brakes which grab both wheels in giant hands pinning 
you to the road. A superb fork action. Light weight with handling to match. You 
then have some idea of the thrill of these Scott's. 

Titch Allen is right when he says that on fast down hill bends with both wheels 
locked the back end tends to step out. But this is quite controllable and nothing 
to get excited about when you get used to it. In fact it is so alright that I tend to 
do it again and again just for laughs to see how near I can get to disaster before 
sanity and sense return. 

The engine is by now well warm and I tuck myself into the bike. This is a difficult 
thing to explain and certainly in my case there have only been one or two bikes 
that I have been able to do it on. I tension myself. Become one with the 
machine, feeling and assessing all that information transmitted from the wheels. 
From the forks. From the engine and gear box. Until the design takes over. The 
perfect gear change. Just the right angle of lean to take you round the bend 
slightly to the left of the apex in the road. Speed rises. The body's senses 
attuned to the vibrations from the machine. Tremors assessed and quantified. 
Concentration at the maximum as you strive to get it right. 

No one's perfect of course and I overcook it a couple of times. Nothing serious. 
Just a couple of shimmies saying, "Stop being a pillock Ted!" 
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I listen and learn. Wanting to get maximum enjoyment out of the day and the 
ride.  Few cars, no lorries and certainly no caravans out and about at this hour 
of the morning so I can play to my hearts content all the way along Loch Eck. 
It's silver waters flashing past by my left elbow as the sun creeps over the 
mountains bringing warmth to the morning. 

I'm falling into racing mode as the road starts to narrow so I know I'm moving 
fast. You know what I mean? 

On the majority of Vintage bikes things tend to happen real slow. Time to check 
the engine, time to pump the oil and time to revel in the uniqueness of your 
position. On Scotts it has to be right when you are travelling in the high 60's and 
low 70's. 

Is this why they have such a fanatical following? When you are thrashing a 
good one it is just unbelievable! I don't know about all this. All I know is that 
there is a feeling on this bike that it is going to rev and rev. It's going to keep up 
and exceed modern traffic, especially in the acceleration stakes! 

But I digress. 

It's flick left. Heel to the right. Brake and skid as weight transference skips the 
back wheel. 

A sign thrusts itself out of the distance into the reverie. "Strachur" 

 

What! 

 

Strachur! Now that's just not possible! 

 

Strachur is miles away. It's at least another half an hour! 

 

But it's not of course. What's happened is a new phenominum called speed on 
twisty Scottish roads. The type of speed where the road is all that matters. The 
interaction between man and machine. And I learn a lesson about concentration 
and how time means nothing when concentration is everything. 

But this sort of concentration has it's usual cost. This cost is measured in aches, 
pains and tiredness.  

I throttle back and we fourstroke to a somewhat legal, or at the least, acceptable 
speed. 

Strachur wakens slowly. 

The milkman is still delivering the milk. The bakery is baking the bread and it's a 
temptation too good to ignore as I glide to a noisy stop. 

"Eyup youth!" shouts the baker. "Ain't seen a Flyer for ages!"  

 

What! A Yorkshire man! 
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"Abart late twenties izzit!" 

 

I nod. 

 

"Webbs ah see!" looking at the forks. 

 

Now what do you think of the chances of finding the only shop open in a remote 
West Highland village who (A) knows about Scotts and (B) bakes delicious 
Danish pastries with REAL coffee! 

 

About three billion to one would be about right! 

 

Seventy year old Alf invites me into the warmth of the bakery. His lads throwing 
bread buns into trays with the expertise of jugglers. The smell of fresh baked 
loaves and good coffee an unbeatable and welcoming combination. 

"Me dad worked for Alf Scott" says Alf. "T'lads round our way thowt thee were 
too fragile for long use. Most on us preferred Panthers!" This isn't real is it?  

"So where did you live then!" 

"Cleckheaton" came the reply, "Shipley were just down t'road but t'lads ud use 
Panthers cause you could get all t'spares local, Mind you I couldn't keep up wi a 
good Scott. Adda few once! Quite nice like!" 

Alf moved to the West Highlands years ago for a better lifestyle. The locals had 
nearly accepted him after twenty years in the village and anyway he was the 
only local baker for miles so he had them over a barrel! It was either good local 
bread at high prices or plastic from Oban or the local Mace store. "Business 
doing well?", "Wer'e steady" 

"So ow much yer pay then!" Alf asks, nodding at the Flyer. I tell him and he 
looks at me sideways. I can't tell if he thinks it was cheap or I'm mad! He sucks 
at his teeth. "Should'a kept mine!" 

"Want a go then!" I ask. I'm just being polite. 

"Aye! OK youth!" 

 

 

Hells bells!  I think he just said yes! 
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Chapter Seven - Worry and Breakfast! 

 

 

There is no polite way to get out of this so just grit my teeth hoping Alf 
remembers what to do. 

I reluctantly get the bike off it's stand. Making sure it is securely locked in the up 
position. Check that the oil is set to a fast drip, giving a bit off leeway in case Alf 
forgets to check it. 

"Come on pal!" 

"What's the hold up!" 

I can see a chance here to skip off, churlish I know but after all I have only just 
bought the bike and he is  73! 

But before I can put these ungracious thoughts into action the door opens and 
Alf walks out dressed in full leathers. A full face racing helmet crooked over his 
elbow while he pulls on a very thin pair of racing gloves.  

He's a rider! 

"OK youth give us a run down on the controls, it's a long time since I rode 
these!" 

So I go through the litany. 

"Left hand lever clutch, careful it's heavy." Alf nods. "Advance and retard left 
bar. Choke right bar. Twistgrip throttle of course. Front brake right lever, good 
brake. Three speed hand change gearbox. Don't bother with 1st. Left foot rear 
brake powerful and fade free. Oil's set. Fuels on it's all yours. Don't crash it!" 

Alf grunts. Throws his leg over the bike. Stabs the kickstart. Rev's the bike as 
the usual cloud of smoke gushes out from the exhaust pipe. And screams away! 

I can hardly bear to watch as he goes for top gear. 

Fast! 

Was that a gear change! 

It's the Scott left hand over the tank change. 

I'd like to say that I was not worried. Was confident in his ability to handle this. 
And just sat around nonchalantly awaiting his return.  

But it's a lie! Looking at the black wrought iron clock in the square.  

 

6.35. 

 

I walk into the bakery. Buy some rolls for later and ask for another cup of coffee. 
"No charge pal!" I'm grateful and chat for a while passing the time. All the while 
keeping an ear cocked for the scream of a returning bike. Nothing yet so 
wander outside again. 
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6 41! 

 

Six minutes! 

 

Clock's stopped. 

 

No! 6.42. 

 

There can be few more traumatic or worrying pastimes than waiting for the 
return of your vintage bike. Especially if you have been foolish enough to lend it 
to a complete and untried stranger. 

It's some sort of stupidity of course! 

Would any sane sensible person do what I have just done. 

I don't know this guy from Adam. He could have nicked it and I'll never see it 
again.  

 

What if he crashes? 

 

Has a heart attack? 

 

Falls off or has a puncture? 

 

6.54!!!!! 

 

Coffee finished and even I cannot justify another, neither would my bladder. So 
I ask to use the loo and waste another 6 minutes in doing so! While engaged in 
this pastime I hear a faint whine. Flash the zip up, just nipping the old block and 
tackle! Painful and embarrassing but pausing only to regain decency I sprint into 
the street just in time to see a red streak flash past the door closely followed by 
a police car! 

 

Oh come on! 

 

This has got  to be a joke! 

 

I'm on my way home and really do not have time to waste on long drawn out 
conversations with the local constabulary. 
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I wonder if he is insured! Has a licence! Is sober.  

 

The enormity of what I could be in for almost drives the worry about the bike 
from my mind as with a squeal Alf sweeps the Scott round in a U turn.  

 

Right in front of the police car!!!! 

 

Who, incredibly enough, waves and accelerates on his way. 

 

I breath a sigh as Alf stops alongside. 

 

"Nice bike mate!" 

 

The Scott steams merrily testifying to a high speed thrash. 

 

"Nice fork action. Good brakes, but I reckon thee needs more power!" 

Alf flips the bike onto the stand, flipping his visor up and the helmet off.  

 

"Breakfast Youth!" 

 

Now you're talking my language as he leads me into the dark confines of his 
bakery. 

 

The second bake is finished for the day and Hamish, the head lad, has the 
frying pan smoking with herby sausages, thick rashers of bacon and tomatoes. 
The coffee machine is going full blast and the fresh baked buns are thrown onto 
the now spotless kneading table. 

"Come ere!" says Alf as he leads me into the inner sanctum of his flat. There 
leaning against the door is a roadgoing  Mk 7 KTT Velocette! (the dream of 
every  enthusiast!) 

"Ad ta put a lower compression piston in it" he admits, "Weren't no good round 
ere wiout it!" he points to a faded picture on the wall. '1937 Junior TT'  
proclaims the Kieg photograph as Alf opens a cupboard wherein sits a TT 
replica. 

"So who.............!" I start to ask. "Shussssssssh! lad" he whispers, "Can't tell you 
no more, I'll have the collectors round if words gets out!" 
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But he tells me a bit of the story. 

He kept his old bike and after the war rebuilt it mechanically for old times sake. 
Early morning runs around Loch Fyne now being it's only outings. "T'Son-in-law, 
that's the bloke in't police car you just saw. Keeps an eye on me and reports to 
t'daughter!" he laughs. "Anyway breakfast time." as he leads the way back to 
the shop. 

A hearty meal was had by all as we swap tales of countries and roads travelled. 
The lads were all bikers. Honda's, Yamaha's. But all enthusiasts.  

"Take the 819 from Inverary to the top Loch Fyne road, perfect for a Scott" Alf 
says as we depart. Full of breakfast. The Scott full of petrol and full of good 
cheer I give it a particularly big  handful of throttle. Screaming away. With a last 
glance over my shoulder I see a smiling wave from the lads. Best breakfast I 
ever had! 

 

And Free! 
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Czech Racing Update 
Thanks to Pavel Simek for the update from the Czech Oldie Cup series. As you will see 
from his article below he’s had a harder time of things this year than the last few but he 
does a great job of flying the Scott in Eastern Europe and we wish him every success 
next season…  

 

This season I finished only one race - but I did take the flag!!!     :-)  

 

 

 

 

The following event 
summarise my year: 

 

 

 

Czech TT in Horice  - I had 
to go back to the pits during 
the 3rd lap, with a gearbox 
problem. 
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Dvur Kralove nad Labem  - I 
had second fastest time during 
practice but in 3rd lap of the 
second practice time, the right-
hand piston broken away 
resulting in a hole in 
crankcase. I did not repair the 
engine yet, because I was 
travelling during the summer 
(on business and pleasure). I 
will repair the engine during 
winter, using a spare 
crankcase, connecting rods, 
etc + a pair of Moss cranks, 
ready to start next season and 
am also thinking of build a four 
speed gearbox…  

 

Nepomuk  - I went the race with my Flying Squirrel. The result was 1st place under flag 
and 2nd place in regularity. 

Branna  - I had a very unhappy (maybe stupid) event – a broken clutch cable wire with 
6 laps to go!!! 

 

So my results for the last four seasons results in Czech Oldie Cup are: 

2005 - 2nd 

2006 - 1st 

2007 - 1st 

2008 - 7th (probably) 

 

And Congratulations…  
In addition to the above, please join us in congratulating Pavel for becoming the very 
first Scott racer from outside the UK to win the Scott Owners Club “High Speed Award”.  
The excellent photos above show Pavel in action demonstrating great style and 
determination.  Well done Pavel for again proving that Scotts not only have character, 
but also spirit!!!  
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Moss Racing News 
 

A quick update on the Moss Racing machine starting with a bit of a recap…. 

Last year I had a water leak into the engine.  I sealed it by pouring slow set epoxy into 
the water jacket of the barrel around the exhaust area.  It stopped the leak but lack of 
cooling in this area caused seizures which stuck the rings in the grooves. You can 
imagine that starting was difficult! 

The pistons were cleaned up and replaced, and 
some excess epoxy was removed by putting 
drain holes on both sides of the barrel and 
using small long drills through these holes.  
Time and the amount of work I have from 
customers prevented me from taking the 
cylinder head off and using cutters vertically 
from the water transfer holes in the block top 
face.  I knew that the block would still overheat 
near the exhaust ports, so I put a 700 main jet 
in so the bike ran very rich and thus cool.  In 
this state it ran at the Beezumph and ran well 
without seizing.   

 

For pics of this see “What’s New” at  
http://www.mossengineering.co.uk/index.php?area=2 

The next outing was at Lydden and I enjoyed this greatly and had positions such as 
fourth etc. 

The final race meeting was at Cadwell Park on September 27 / 28. At this meeting I 
shared the rides with a guest rider Chris Swallow.  For those who are comparatively 
new to Scotts, I think a little historical information might be helpful here.  One of the 
prominent Scott dealers in Yorkshire for many years was Ken Swallow of Golcar.  Ken 
not only sold Scotts, but rode them also.  He had a friend, the late Arthur Fogg, who 
was president of the SOC for a period.   

They took their Shipley duplex rigid machines to the Panther company, who fitted 
swing arm rear suspension and 
Panther telescopic forks.  It was on 
this bike that Ken Swallow competed 
at the first race meeting to be held at 
Cadwell Park after WW2.  There 
were so many Scotts that he rode in 
an “All Scotts Race”!!!.  The late Ken 
Swallow had a son Bill Swallow who 
has been a very successful race 
rider for many years.  Time marches 
on and Bill has a son named Chris 
Swallow who has become a very 
successful race rider.   
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Both Bill and Chris ride Ducati singles at VMCC / British Historical Racing events 
immaculately prepared by Andy Farrer.   

 

Andy is one of life’s communicators and told 
me that Chris Swallow would like to have a 
ride on my Scott.  I contacted Chris and said 
this was ok with me, especially with their 
family’s historical connection with Scotts.   
Chris explained that he would ride with care, 
as he had never tried to race a rigid bike and 
had never ridden a Scott.   

 

I tried to explain some of the tricks of riding a rigid bike and just advised him to take 
time to learn.  Over the weekend, Chris (No 85) had one win over the very 
accomplished and successful Ian Bain on 
the dope burning ex Jimmy Guthrie works 
Norton and several second places.  Chris 
was very complimentary, saying that he had 
never ridden a bike with such good 
handling.  I remember Paul Dobbs saying 
that he had never ridden a bike with so 
much feedback.  Both Chris and Paul had 
never raced a rigid bike before and I put this 
impression down to the fact that the 
compliance of a modern suspension will 
mask the feedback of the tyres on the track. 

 

As regards the engine and performance at Cadwell - The state of play is that the 
engine made 41.9 bhp with a 600 main jet on the dyno, but was overheating where I 
had put in the epoxy. It made 39.3 bhp with a 660 main jet, which is how it ran at 
Cadwell.  I will strip the engine over the close season and dig out more epoxy.  Once I 
can be sure that the cooling will be ok, I will steadily lower the main jet to perhaps 
about 620 at which it should produce about 41.2 bhp.  It is going really well now and 
another 2 bhp should really help.  As for me, perhaps it is the passage of the years, or 
the injuries I sustained in recent years, but I do not ride with the spirit I had years ago.  
I will not dive into a corner with a group of other riders if I can not be reasonably sure I 
have a clear passage through.  I did, however, get third and forth positions during the 
weekend. 

As I sat on the grid waiting for the start, I realised that the next rider was Sam Rhodes 
of the famous Rhodes Velocette family.  I smiled to myself as I realised that, at 67 
years of age, I had now competed against three generations of the Rhodes family. 

 

Paul Dobbs 

I was very sorry that the only time Paul rode my bike in 2008, it had seized and was not 
running correctly.  If you read this Paul, my apologies, but in racing development, these 
things happen!  Paul is back in New Zealand now and I have no knowledge of his plans 
for 2009.  Many of us were struggling to afford even a partial racing programme this 
year and if the predictions of a global recession become reality, then we will all have to 
remind ourselves that survival comes before playtime with our toys! 
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Spot the Difference 
There are six differences between the two photos below (Answers at the end of the 
Final Word) 
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Supplier List 
 

Carburettors 
If you want good expert information and parts about carburettor contact  
Don Payne 
Hitchcocks M/cs 
Amal Specialists 
Rosmary Cott, Oldham Lane West 
Chadwick End, Solihull 
W Mids B93 0DL 
UK 
Tel 01564 783 192 
Fax 01564 783313 
info@hitchcocksmotorcycles.com 
www.hitchcocksmotorcycles.com 
 
If you have problems that the special Scott carburettor body is worn, Jon Hodges could 
make a new body - jon@myddfai.com 
 
If you want a more modern replacement, then Moss Engineering can supply an adaptor 
to fit the Scott crankcase and a Mark 1 Amal concentric carburettor.  
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
 
Petrol / Oil Tanks and Tool Boxes 
Down to the last few traditional Biscuit Tin Petrol tanks, also Traditional separate oil 
tanks and Tool boxes. 
Colin Morris 
The Conifers, Noke Lane, 
St Albans 
Herts AL2 3NX 
UK Tel 01923 671 441 
Sorry no email connection 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Fork Repairs 
Elk Engineering. 
Contact Jake Robbins. 
Tel 01424 445460.  
Mobile 07986 254144.  
elkforks@aol.com 
I've had two pairs of Webb forks repaired/restored by Jake and he does a great job. He 
will straighten or retube (even taper tubes) and supply spindles, bushes and most other 
parts. 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
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Magnetos / Ignition Systems 
New Self generating electronic Magnetos. Vintage appearance 
BT-H Magnetos Ltd Leicestershire UK 
www.bt-h.biz/index2.htm 
 
BTH and Lucas Magnetos rebuilt for over 40 years 
Fred Cooper 
Tel UK (0) 1732 822030 
 
Special ignition systems 
Rex Caunt Racing 
www.rexcauntracing.com/ 
 
Spark Plugs 
NGK Co We use NGK spark plugs in our racer with complete confidence. Check out 
this website for info: 
www.ngksparkplugs.com/techinfo/spark_plugs/techtips.asp?nav=31000&country=US 
And this one for the UK 
www.ngkntk.co.uk/ 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
 
Instruments 
Rev Counters Electronic. “Scitsu” Pick up from HT lead. Vintage in appearance, works 
with mags. 
Dawson Harmsworth Ltd. 
PO Box 3606 
Sheffield S6 2YZ 
Tel UK 0114 233 7460 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Engine and Transmission Parts, Rebuilds, Services 
Scott big end roller plates 
Laurie Erwood (SOC member) 
laurieandval@erwood208.fsnet.co.uk 
 
Piston Rings Made to order 
Phil Daintree 
22 Hawkstone Road 
Whitefield, Manchester N45 7PJ - UK 
Tel UK 0161 766 4487 
 
Oil seals and O rings 
Rhondama Ltd 
5-6 Windmill Rd. Ind Est. 
Loughborough 
Leics LE11 1RA - UK 
enquiries@rhondama.co.uk 
 
Engraving - degree graduations on flywheels, Crank screws, etc 
Robinson Engraving 
15 Ruskin Avenue, Syston, 
Leics, LE7 2BY – UK  
Tel UK 0116 260 5998 
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Hard Chrome plating including bores 
Michrome Electro Plating Coventry UK 
www.michrome.co.uk 
 
Scott Engine and transmission rebuilding Specialist in 2 speed gears 
Ken Lack 
5 Norton Lees Square 
Sheffield S8 8SP - UK 
Tel UK 0114 281 1250 
 
Scott Engine and Transmission rebuilding 
Tim Sharp 
14 Hazel Beck, 
Cottingley Bridge, 
Bingley, 
Yorks. BD16 1LZ - UK 
Tel UK 01274 567 528 
 
Scott Engine and Transmission rebuilding 
Sam Pearce Motorcycles 
Unit 5, Stanley Lane Ind Est, 
Stanley Lane, 
Bridgenorth 
WV16 4FS 
01746 762743 
 
Scott Engine and Transmission rebuilding, New sports engines etc. Any challenging 
engineering project. Scott technical information on website 
Moss Engineering 
www.mossengineering.co.uk 
33 Kings Lane,  
South Croxton,  
Leics., LE7 3RE  
UK 
Tel (0) 1664 840215  
Fax (0) 1664 840215 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
 
Castings 
Engineering Patterns for quality replacement castings. Melton Mowbray UK 
Tony Pacey ( Tony has made my patterns for 35 years – says it all!) 
james.pacey1@ntlworld.com 
 
Aluminium Castings. Top quality floor moulding in high strength aluminium. Heads, 
barrels, cases etc. 
Accrite Aluminium Ltd. 
Unit 10, South Leicester Ind Est 
Beverage Lane, Ellistown, 
Leicester LE67 1EU 
Tel UK 01530 263 038 
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Iron Castings including Malleable iron brake drums etc 
www.castmetalsfederation.com/home.asp 
 
 
Metalcast (Bilston) Ltd 
93 Wolverhampton Street 
Bilston WV14 0LU –UK 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Brake and Clutch Linings 
 
Brake Linings, Clutch linings, British bike spares. 
Supreme Motorcycles Earl Shilton UK 
www.suprememotorcycles.co.uk 
 
Clutch plates 
Sam Pearce Motorcycles 
Unit 5, Stanley Lane Ind Est, 
Stanley Lane, 
Bridgenorth 
WV16 4FS 
01746 762743 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Cycle Parts  
 
Tyres, oil, all types of accessories 
Ken Inwood. Hersham Racing Service 
173 Hersham Road, 
Hersham Nr Walton on Thames 
Surrey 
Tel UK 01932 229 547 
 
Control Cables 
T Johnson (Cables) G.B. 
cableman@btinternet.com 
 
Scott Radiators New and repair 
John Hodges Darrad Radiators 
darad@myddfai.com 
 
 
 
Rubber saddles 
John Budgen Motorcycles 
Toddington UK 
Edition 12 - 36 – March 2007 
PH/FAX: 011 44 1242 621495 
Rubber / Dunlop Drilastic type saddles 
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Terry Doyle 
Kick start springs-$20, Stainless dog bone dampers engraved-$80 set, Ribbed brake 
drums ala TT Rep or plain $300, Sprockets dished $300. Looking for 1920 Motor can 
swap other bits let me know your needs. Terry Doyle, 
Melbourne, 
Australia  
tdoyle@alphalink.com.au 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
General Spares 
 
Scott Owners Club Spares Scheme (Please note the SOC Spares Scheme can only 
sell to SOC members) 
www.scottownersclub.org/spares/ 
 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
 
Services 
 
Dynomometer setting up and tuning. 
Operating a dyno is not enough. For good setting up you need a water brake dyno and 
a really skilled engine specialist who can interpret the readings. Absolutely the best 
way to set up any engine.  
Dave Holmes  
Coventry 
UK  
dholmes@250mov.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 
Authentication of Scott Motorcycles by SOC Registrar. Send details and photo by post 
with SAE 
John Underhill 
74 Greengate Lane, 
Birstall, 
Leicester. LE4 3DL 
UK 
 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
Literature 
 
Technicalities – Bill Jamieson’s compilation of technical articles 
www.scotttechnicalities.com.au 
 
High quality black and white photocopy sets of manufacturer's original literature 
www.brucemain-smith.com 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 
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Garage Equipment 
 
Hydraulic bike lifts in all sizes 
Amy Holder  
Amoir Motorcycle Accessories�
http://www.freewebs.com/amoir_1/ 
Meridan 
Coventry 
UK 
Tel UK (0)7714 273247 
amydholder@hotmail.com 
 
Please note that Amy is the granddaughter of Matt Holder who rescued the Scott name 
and produced the Birmingham Scott’s. 
Your Scott should be cared for on a lift from those who help us 
 
************************************************************************************************ 

 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
The content in this newsletter is offered as being correct in as far as we, the publishers, 
are able to verify. We can not be held responsible for any loss or damage incurred 
whilst carrying out any suggested procedures or using recommended suppliers.   

 

In fact the editor is a about as much use a petrol filled fore extinguisher when it comes 
to matters technical and the other spends his life in a shed, has a heap of debt, defunct 
machinery and is well noted for his erratic and eccentric behaviour (many attest to it), 
no judge would call him sane – Sue us? No your lawyer could not find enough for the 
fees as we both spend all our money on motorcycling and on brokers “margin calls” 

 

Seriously, we do our best to help freely, you should strongly consider anything we say, 
feel free to test carefully anything we offer and always get a second opinion… 

 

Enough said enough, you get the gist… Try suing us now! 
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The Final Word 
Thanks to Mr. Roth for this one… of a second hand Trident I assume?  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Answers to Spot the difference 1) Rear Number, 2) Fuel tank support, 3) Cylinder block drain plug 4) Gear Lever, 5) 
Handle bar, 6) Front lower mudguard stay 


