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First Words 
 

John Underhill.  1930 – 2008.  A Personal Tribute from  Roger Moss 

 

I was not involved in the formation and development of the Scott Owners Club, nor do I 
claim to have the vast knowledge of the history of the various Scott companies, their 
prominent individuals and especially precise model information.  For such knowledge, I, 
like many others, turned with gratitude to John Underhill.  John’s dedication and 
fascination with all things Scott had been his unswerving passion for all his adult life.  
There are others better informed who can tell of John’s bikes and input to the club.  We 
each have our own reasons for choosing the iconic Scott, but I wished to record the 
great similarity of engineering talent and interest he shared with his hero Alfred Scott 
that cemented his lifelong dedication to the marque. 

 

One of the great treasures in life is to meet and become friends with a truly noble 
person. 

I first met John at a Scott rally at Crown Meadows Evesham in about 1968, where we 
discussed technical Scott matters.  I soon realised that behind his modest and kindly 
manner, John had an unusually clear understanding of engineering matters.  I was yet 
to discover that within the ranks of the Scott club there were an unusually high 
percentage of owners who were gifted engineers, but who “hid their light under a 
bushel”.  We were soon to meet up again professionally as John, who worked at 
Jaguar Cars as a senior engineer, was engaged in arranging for the supply of special 
metal cutting machine tools for the famous XK engine line and the newer V12 engine 
line. 

Our Family company, Moss Machine Tools was engaged in the design and 
manufacture of such machinery and we were fortunate to be able to supply a good 
number of machines. 

It was immediately obvious that John had an unusually incisive understanding of what 
was required in a design if success and total reliability were to be achieved, but he also 
had a receptive and open mind to any non traditional concept.  His unusual grasp of 
machine tool design became more understandable when it was learned that John had 
worked for several years prior to Jaguar at the once great and famous machine tool 
company of James Archdale and Co of Blackpole Worcester.  Archdale designed and 
made a host of standard and special machine tools to equip the emerging British car 
plants in the 1930’s onwards, such as Austin, Morris, Hillman, Rover etc.  John thus 
understood both what a machine was required to do and how it should be designed to 
do it.  John was a regular visitor to our plant and we were able to talk about our interest 
in Scotts when time permitted. 

As we all recognise, the story of manufacturing in the UK has been one of steady 
decline interspersed with times of recession crisis. Jaguar were bought by Ford who 
brought in their more “thrusting” style of management.  John, with his modest and 
understated manner felt increasingly out of place in this more strident culture and 
looked for a work environment more to his liking.  It was our great good fortune that 
John accepted our offer to become Sales Manager at Moss Machine Tools and we 
worked together in great harmony for about thirty years.  We had a total team of about 
one hundred engineers who were dedicated to building machines of a quality equal or 
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better to that being produced in Germany, but with the inventiveness that the British are 
famous for.  In this latter aspect, John excelled and his innovative design proposals to 
prospective customers, materially helped to maintain our order books through times of 
progressive decline.  John was liked and respected wherever he went and his memory 
will be cherished by all who knew him.  The company, being a private family concern, 
was happy to welcome John’s lovely daughter Jill in the commercial office and her 
brother Andrew in the works.  As regards Scott matters, John was always ready with 
advice or a helpful suggestion on my efforts to alleviate any known tendency to fail in 
the Scott design that had become more apparent when subjected to the higher 
stresses involved in racing.  We were both, after all, engaged in the design of 
essentially prototype machinery to solve specific problems.  We were both great 
admirers of the rare engineering genius of Alfred Scott, who had not only designed his 
unique motor cycle, but had designed and been involved in the building of the special 
machine tools that were used in it’s manufacture.  Sadly our company failed to survive 
the recession of the early 1990’s and John retired.  There are many good men who 
leave little mark to record their passing, but John set about recording the history of the 
Scott marque and its models and wrote and compiled three books that will be 
considered as the definitive standard reference as long as Scotts are used and 
treasured.  These books are Johns lasting legacy and priceless gift to us all.  John was 
also the club’s dedicated registrar and he had a card index system based on engine 
numbers that he had compiled over the years before there was any availability of works 
records. 

John was always delighted to find details of another Scott that had survived and was 
hitherto unknown.  As I am visible on the internet, I tend to get frequent emails asking 
for information on a bike that had been recently discovered.  In such cases I phoned 
John and passed on the information so that another Scott could be added to the 
records.  John was a fount of reliable knowledge which he readily passed on with 
unfailing good cheer.  We are all profoundly poorer for his passing, but our lives have 
been blessed by him living amongst us.  While we hold his bright memory in our hearts, 
John will never really die. 

Our most profound condolences to Iris and children Mike, Jill and Andrew. 
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The Scott e-newsletter 
 

Produced by Roger Moss with assistance from Graham Parker as a private non profit 
making project. It is intended for all who have an interest in Scott motorcycles, their 
variants and their history. The objective of this free monthly newsletter by email is to 
promote a sense friendship, fellowship and objective mutual help and interest, using 
modern communication technology. 

 

This newsletter is not connected with “The Scott Owners Club” or any of its sections. 
We do, however recommend membership of the SOC to those with serious long term 
Scott interests. 

 

Roger Moss and Graham Parker are both members. 

 

We are very happy indeed to receive your suggestions and especially your 
contributions to improve and develop this newsletter. In truth, if you like the concept, 

as the organisers will find it difficult to continue to supply regular new copy unaided. 
Help us to help you! 

Other languages . 

We publish this newsletter to help others. We do not reserve copyright. We would be 
very pleased if any person wished to translate the published information and make it 
freely available in any other language. 

For commercial re publishing in the English languag e. 

Please contact us first, but hey we need the publicity, just acknowledge your source, 
this is all we will ask. 

To receive your free newsletter, send us stories for publication, feedback, support or 
simply to be removed from the circulation list contact Graham Parker at 
Graham.Parker@Qualtecsolutions.com 

To send technical copy please contact Roger Moss via Roger@Mossengineering.co.uk 

If you enjoy our newsletter and have any friends who you think might find it interesting, 
why not forward it to them?  If they then wished to have it on a regular basis, they only 
need to tell us. 
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Techno Speak – Ignition Timing Procedure for Scotts    
 

The first task is to define the “Top Dead Centre” position and to put a clear mark on the 
periphery of the flywheel in relation to a known fixed point. 

If you have some tools, you may decide to make a “zero pointer” see pics of examples 

If you do not have tools, then you can use an existing feature on the crankcase as a 
sighting line. 

If your engine is a three speed type, then look at the top edge of the crankcase just 
below the RH transfer port cover. 

At this point, the edge runs inwards at right angles to the RH side face of the 
crankcase. 

It is possible to look along this edge and line up a mark on the flywheel quite 
accurately.  

                    

Having decided on our fixed reference point, the next job is to define and mark a line 
on the periphery of the flywheel that indicates the position of Top Dead Centre relative 
to our fixed reference point. 

For this we use a simple setting tool as per the pictures.  This is easily made, but if you 
prefer, I can supply these ready to use at a modest cost.  This is a universal tool 
applicable to almost all engines with a 14 or 18mm spark plug hole. 

                  

Screw the tool into a spark plug hole and rock the flywheel back and forth in the 
general region of TDC while screwing in the inner screwed probe of the timing tool.   

When you feel contact, turn the flywheel away from the contact position and advance 
the inner screwed probe approx. 2 ¾ turns and nip up the brass lock ring to prevent 
further movement of the screwed probe. 
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Rotate the flywheel steadily until you feel it stops due to the piston crown coming in 
contact with the radiused end of the screwed probe. 

Look along the datum edge of the crankcase and put a fine chalk mark in line with this 
edge on the periphery of the flywheel.   If you have decided to make another reference 
point, put your chalk mark in line with your own reference pointer. 

                     

Now, without disturbing the setting tool, rotate the flywheel in the opposite direction 
until it again stops when the piston hits the screwed probe 

Now make another chalk mark as before.  

Remove the setting tool 

You will now have two lines on the periphery of the flywheel approximately 90mm apart 

     

You will now need either a flexible rule to measure and mark the mid point between the 
marks, or use a pair of dividers. 

Mark the mid position by making a small notch with a file or any means you prefer. 

Some might query if this is actually the correct point for TDC, bearing in mind that the 
Scott engine uses the DeSaxe principle of design.  This means that the crank is not 
directly in line with the cylinder bores, but the angular error between the TDC marked 
by this method and the theoretical true position, is only 2 minutes 46 seconds so can 
be discounted. 

We now need to mark the actual ignition point (AT FULL ADVANCE) 

We are lucky, as the Scott flywheel is 9 inches in diameter and so each degree of 
rotation is almost exactly equivalent to 2mm along the periphery of the flywheel. 

We therefore just need to decide how many degrees of advance is applicable to our 
engine. 



Mar 2009 Edition 21 Page 7 of 26
  

The advance figure traditionally given is 35 degrees BTDC, but this setting was arrived 
at when the octane rating of the available fuel was only 60, with a much slower burning 
rate than our 97 octane fuels. 
For a standard engine without any modifications, a setting of 31 degrees BTDC is a 
reasonable starting point 
For an engine with a flowed inlet tract, which admits a greater volume of gas to the 
combustion chamber, try 28 degrees. 

        

Loosen the mag sprocket 
Set the flywheel at the chosen ignition advance 
Set the advance / retard lever to FULL ADVANCE and make sure the lever is stiff 
enough so it will not vibrate back to the Retard position when the bike is in motion. 
Check that the contact breaker points are free of pitting and are opening 0.015” on 
BOTH cam lobes.  If not, just note the difference. 
Rotate the mag until the contact breaker heel just contacts the cam ring. 
Push the sprocket on the mag taper firmly and nip up the centre nut. 
Rotate the flywheel backwards a few degrees 
With a small screwdriver, open the contact breaker points and put a small torn piece of 
Rizzla cigarette paper between the contact breaker points of the mag or distributor and 
remove the screwdriver.   
If you pull the paper gently, it should be held by the points which have not yet got to the 
point of opening. 
Rotate the flywheel forwards very slowly whilst maintaining a gentle pull on the 
cigarette paper until the paper releases. 
Stop rotating the flywheel immediately and record how near you are to your target 
position. 
Remember, if you want to know the error it is 2mm per degree of deviation. 
Now do exactly the same exercise but rotate the flywheel one whole turn so you will 
discover the current setting for the second lobe of the magneto contact breaker cam.  
They are very seldom the same and your final adjustment objective must be to have an 
equal deviation on both cam ring positions. 
The final proof is the test ride and you should alter the advance and retard lever to 
confirm that the engine gives lusty power without roughness or excessive vibration at 
full advance.  These latter two characteristics usually indicate excessive advance and 
should not be interpreted as the engine giving extra power. 

If you take time to carry out this operation carefully, you will be rewarded with a smooth 
and efficient engine. 
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Techno Speak – Q & A’s  
Q) Whilst pottering along one of our pot-holed & bumpier roads I felt a bit of a dive 
- as the machine went over a dip - at the front end. Thinking the forks had bottomed 
out I stopped to check - no apparent problems but I decided to play it safe and 
return home. Again, all seemed ok. The next morning I went to start the bike and 
noticed a smear of petrol around the front tank-to-frame mounting bolt - and yes, 
the tank has split - I should have guessed, as the whole fixing arrangement doesn't 
appear to be too robust. Anyway I have temporarily packed out the tank between 
the frame with rubber bushings and am wondering what is the best way to repair 
the split - I'd thought about using chemical metal  or an araldite type mix which 
allows for a bit of 'give' or flex under load – but I wondered if you had any thoughts 
on this 

A) I have patched petrol tanks and crankcases using "Plastic Padding Super  
Epoxy" with either bandage or a piece of material like cotton cloth. Super Epoxy is 
more pliable than Araldite. Clean an area round the crack giving at least 1/2" all 
round and if painted but sound, lightly abrade surface with a Scotch Brite pad or 
new washing up pad. 
Cut a piece of cloth just slightly smaller, Mix up some Super Epoxy and lightly 
smear area with it. Now put some Super Epoxy on the piece of cloth and work it 
into it so it is thoroughly full both sides. Now put the cloth / Epoxy patch over the 
crack / hole and smooth down to give close contact and remove air pockets. If the 
damaged area is a crack that is subject to stresses, then it might be prudent to lay 
on a second patch to give more strength. 
On one occasion, when Paul Dobbs was racing my bike, a bolt holding a prototype 
transfer port cover came loose. Paul continued to race whilst holding on the transfer 
port cover with one hand.  Scary or what? As the builder, I would have realised and 
retired from the race to fix the loose screw before it fell out and went through the 
engine. The screw did exactly that and the rod punched it through the back of the 
crank-chamber. 
We cut up a pair of my underpants and made a patch as described. 
Five years later it is still there and the case is perfectly functional. To weld it up 
would distort the case, needing much remedial machining. 
So my "Underpant Patch" was perfectly successful and has been so many other  
times on petrol and oil tanks 

_______________________________________ 
 
 Q) My magneto is now playing up a bit - I'm sure it's still on the original Lucas as 
fitted - it underwent a rebuild by the previous owner who hadn't run it since 1962 ... 
Anyway, I was toying with the idea of a replacement BTH electronic “magneto”  - I 
believe you use one on your racer - as the price is quite high I would like a 'real' 
recommendation before I go ahead. The purists I'm sure will scoff but I'm not 
bothered - I'm all for maintenance free electrical items! If I go ahead and get one I'll 
then get the original rebuilt by a magneto specialist 

A) My modern BTH magneto has been 100% reliable, which has been much 
appreciated following years of difficulties with traditional mags. Ask Tony Harris to 
supply the version with the advance / retard feature. To time your ignition, you 
insert a 6mm timing rod which is supplied with the mag, this sets the mag at full 
advance and then set your ignition value as normal. 



Mar 2009 Edition 21 Page 9 of 26
  

 

Something a Little Different 
Talking of Tony Harris, we thought you might be interested in these pictures of Tony’s 
Ariel-engined Norton. Which, when you note he made the patterns and did all the 
machining and assembly himself, makes you realise he’s a damn good all round engineer.  
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Buy & Sell 
For sale - 1931 Scott single down tube Flyer tank. Professionally re-painted and lined. 
(The colour is purple but I don’t know if its the right shade for the year) Together with 
re-plated caps,  Gearchange quadrant and Gearchange nut. (See photo's) 
£365+postage. Contact Ted Parkin ��������	
��
���	���   

    

A note from Roger - The tank is unusual and it is from a 1931 (ish) Flying Squirrel Tourer 
single down tube frame. Scotts wanted to capitalise on the 28TT success and the 29 / 30 TT 
replica, so they made a tank that looked like a Rep tank but fitted the hand change mounting to 
it.  

The tank does not fit fore and aft but is clamped to the down tube and has mountings for 
"George Dance" Kneegrips.�
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Books & TV 
The Legend of Fireball Fleming – A Review  
We all make mistakes occasionally and putting truth before pride and owning up to 
them, is usually a bit uncomfortable.  I had corresponded with Pete Gagan fron 
Canada, (ex President of the Antique Motorcycle Association of America) in the past 
over the partial rebuild of the ex Steve McQueen, ex Von Dutch Scott which Pete 
owned.  The messages from Pete had the easy and affable style of one who is a 
natural communicator and is without self doubt. At one point, Pete sent me a chapter 
from a novel he was writing called “The Legend of Fireball Fleming”.  The particular 
chapter he chose to send had one of his characters riding successfully in the early TT 
races.  I confess that I rarely read novels and much prefer non- fiction.  I also have 
seen enough Hollywood epics that depicted our American cousins prevailed against 
every known (and some unknown) obstacle,  leaving the “Brits” looking somewhat 
pedestrian by comparison to not be in a hurry to investigate if this was similar.  

Pete eventually sent me a copy of his completed book which went on my bedside table. 

As Pete would take no payment for this book, I decided that I would repay the 
compliment and perhaps open his eyes about the true nature of the British social 
structure in the 30'’ and the motorcycling of the period.  What better than the two 
painfully gritty autobiographies by Wilf Green “A big helping of Yorkshire Pudding” and 
“A Second  Helping of Yorkshire Pudding”  If I had my way, they would be compulsory 
reading to anyone interested in social history and what can be achieved with sheer 
determination and effort.  A stark contrast to Hollywood epics indeed.  Pete’s book 
remained by the bed unread and I felt a little uncomfortable every time I saw it.   

As some of you might remember, I have a great interest in Cornish hard rock mining 
and have a considerable library on the subject. There is one problem with technical 
mining history books.  They are not usually written when the activity was 
commonplace, but many years after, recounting the bald facts of shaft sinking rates 
and tonnages mined etc. You do not get the “Feel” of the mining experience.  I then 
found a reprint of a novel written in 1868 around Cornish Mining by the British author R 
M Ballantyne called “Deep Down” (ISBN1905363168)  Ballentyne had spent three 
months living amongst the mine workers of St Just in Cornwall and was thus able to 
include authentic contemporary and vibrant descriptions of the life of the miners at 
home and at the mine.  The fact that the novel was centred around the adventures and 
romance of a fictional hero did nothing to quench the captivating  authenticity of the 
book.  I enjoyed it thoroughly and it set me thinking... 

...I next picked up Pete’s book again and read a little of the description.  It appeared 
that Pete’s objective was to write a novel that incorporated most of the known historical 
highpoints of the evolution of the American motorcycle industry and the allied 
contemporary sporting scene. These events were then connected by having a central 
fictional character  involved and so achieve a thread of continuity. This was, after all, 
along the same lines as the Cornish Mining book I had just read and enjoyed.  Ok lets 
try it. 

I not only enjoyed the book thoroughly, but I learned a lot about the American 
motorcycle industry and the fact that it’s products had to cope with distances and road 
conditions vastly different to those existing in Western Europe.  The narrative lopes 
along, never boring and achieves that rare impression in the reader, that you are there 
sharing the adventures of the hero like a parrot on the shoulder of Long John Silver.  If 
you are interested in the drama of the evolution of the motorcycle, I commend this book 
to you without reservation. 
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“The Legend of Fireball Fleming“ by Pete Gagan ISBN 978-1-4257-8387-7 softcover        
ISBN 978-1-4257-8387-7 hardcover. 

Well done Pete.  Sorry I took so long to read it! 

 

Pete’s Garage 
If we want our treasured bikes to be cared for after we check out, we need enough of 
the next generation to have sufficient interest to take up the baton.  Just hoping this will 
happen is a futile waste of time.  We must all be evangelists for the cause and 
advertise the profound fulfilment to be experienced when vintage motorcycles are part 
of one’s life. 

Pete Gagan has put us to shame in this regard and with TV documentary maker Lester 
Lightstone is making a great effort to convince TV companies that there is enough 
interest to justify a series of TV documentaries about vintage motorcycles and some 
historic cars. To have the best chance of success, Pete and Lester have made a pilot 
programme that they can show to the TV companies. Pete has sent me an internet link 
to download this pilot and I can thoroughly recommend it.  Be warned, it took my snail 
pace BT broadband connection about 80 minutes to download it.  Genuine “Flintstone 
Technology indeed”! 

You can take a look for yourselves by down loading from the following site and if 
anyone out there reading this know a friendly TV producer or two, do please let us 
know. 

http://vids.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=vids.individual&VideoID=49590928 

 

Thanks to Roger passing on the above review of Peter’s book and trailer. Some other 
books that Roger would recomend...On a side issue, Did you ever read the 
autobiography of Sir Stanley Hooker  

"Not Much of an Engineer"– An Autobiography of Sir Stanley Hooker - �������� �
����������  - It is the true account of one man's profound effect on our wartime 
fortunes when he helped unlock almost another 100% of power from our Rolls Royce 
Merlin engines and developed the first production jet engines from Whittle's prototypes.  
Fascinating! (PS – Available on amazon ... 
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/1853102857/ref=sib_rdr_dp) 

To build a better Mousetrap -  A biography of Rex McCandless who invented the 
featherbed frame which led to all major bike manufacturers to close their Lug and 
Braze frame shops and outsource tube formed and welded frames. 

If any of you out their have any other favourite bo ok titles that you would 
recomend, their details would be gratefully receive d....Thanks 
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1904 Turner Meisse engine 
 

In 1904 Alfred Scott designed an engine that incorporated the basic features that were 
to continue to be produced for the next sixty years.   

 

 

In this same year, steam power had been refined for use in vehicles to a high degree 
and having recently been called upon to help with the reconditioning of such an engine 
thought some of you might be interested in a few details.   
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The engine was from a car sold as a Turner Meisse and evidence suggests that the 
chassis was bought from a producer in Belgium by the UK Turner concern, who then 
added body and other features to suit the customer.  The engine is a three cylinder in 
line monobloc design with poppet valves arranged like a side valve petrol engine.  

 

         

 

I was asked to rebore the worn cylinders which were 1.9375” nominal diameter and 
depth of 6.5”.  The object was to take out the minimum metal, so I aimed to rebore with 
a single cut.  I confess that I was a little anxious at the depth of the bores in relation to 
the diameter and that I must know exactly the axis and position of the original bore.  To 
be sure, I made a mandrill that would just locate in the short unworn section at the top 
of the bores and had enough length to protrude that I could “Clock up” and confirm the 
position of the original bores.  

 

 

 

I was very impressed to find that the overall accuracy of production was within one thou 
and squareness to the face that mounted on the crankcase was perfect.   

 



Mar 2009 Edition 21 Page 15 of 26
  

The boiler for this engine was a “Flash tube” boiler.  In this arrangement, there is about 
400 feet of very thick walled tube having an outside diameter of ¾” and a bore of ¼”.  
As you will suspect, this incurs considerable weight and is 120kgs.   The burner heats 
the empty tubes to a red heat and water is not pumped into the boiler tubes until steam 
is required.  Steam is then produced immediately according to the amount of water 
admitted.  One frightening aspect is that, as the forward motion of the car is entirely 
controlled by the quantity of water pumped into the boiler tubes, then if it is required to 
stop, you had to wait for perhaps 100 yards until the steam in the system was used up. 

 

       

 

It was very interesting to compare the two propulsion systems.  Steam with its 
restrictions refined after more than two centuries of development and the Internal 
Combustion engine in its infancy with its glory days ahead of it.  Word obviously gets 
around, as I now have another Turner Meisse engine to rebore and finish grind pistons 
to suit.   

 

 

 

 

 



Mar 2009 Edition 21 Page 16 of 26
  

Scottland  - Travels on Alfred Angas’s Creations! 
(by kind permission of Ted Parkin) 

 

Chapter Eight 

 

Travelling Home. 

 

Now I really have to get a move on. All this fun is OK but I am supposed to be going 
home. 

Upper Loch Fyne's mist lingers in the hollows as I ease my body into it's now familiar 
crouch, putting up with the discomfort. It is really too much bother altering the riding 
position now and after all it's only a few hours to home. 

More wooded in the upper reaches of the Loch. You would (gettit!) think that we were 
in Southern England with all this greenery and sun bouncing off the water. 

Speed builds and concentration reasserts it's sensible priority as the bike snakes 
forward, the forks lifting, the front end becoming light. A faint wisp of smoke shoots 
from the exhaust and I glance at the Pilgrim oil pump mounted by the magneto 
pumping its regular drops into the engine. A couple of quick glances and I concentrate 
on the series of tight bends ahead. It's a niggle of course. Drip. Drip. Drip. Concerned? 
Too much oil? Not enough? I can't stand this suspense any longer leaning down and 
adjusting the flow rate that little bit higher. A seized engine is not an option now that the 
best part is here. 

 

'Loch Fyne Seafood'  screams the sign. 

 

We are at the end of the tourist season and the local traders are grabbing the last of 
the passing trade from Glasgow as they prepare for the long winter ahead. A while ago 
I made the mistake of stopping in a seafood restaurant here. Don't get me wrong the 
food was good but at £20 for six king prawns plus a lacklustre salad you needed a 
kings income to afford them! The restaurant was cold, service appalling and to cap it all 
the midges were in full flight biting and snapping with the ferocity of Nile crocodiles! 

I don't mind paying good money for good food but get annoyed when I'm ripped off. I've 
been spoilt I suppose. We once had the most delectable prawns I've ever tasted in the 
USA. Home of service, good food and low prices. Goodness knows what the 
Americans think when they come here. Part of the quaintness I suppose.  

 

Opportunism  I say! 

 

I race the sun to the top of the Loch, swinging onto the main Glasgow to Inverary trunk 
road. We are now heading due West. The sun at our backs lighting the whole Loch as 
it opens before us, a blue sparkling jewel stretching off into the grey distance. Time for 
some serious motoring. No more time to think about food. 
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The rhythm of the road builds. Bends start to flow into one another as I blend into the 
scenery. Concentration sharpens and what traffic there is at this hour is in the opposite 
direction. A thought hits me. Since I turned off the motorway onto 'B' roads yesterday 
nothing has passed me! Absolutely nothing! For those of you who travel on old 
machinery have a think about that. Therein lies a lesson. Lessons come thick and fast 
for me as a patch of gravel just after the roadwork's at Drishaig nearly catch me out. I 
feel the front end flick to the right and snap the throttle shut. The bike stops its incipient 
skid returning to tracking straight and true as I open the taps again resuming the fun 
and resuming concentration. Still time to admire the countryside though! 

 

Inverary in no time.  

 

No time to stop although I see that the Lighthouse Board have done up an old lightship 
as an Antarctic Icebreaker, a tourist attraction. I'm tempted but if I keep stopping I'll 
never get anywhere. Keep going. Keep going. Keep going, a lesson I learnt in 
Scandinavia. Cover the miles and enjoy the ride. 

This lovely road turns sharp right in Inverary onto the B819 to Glen Aray passing under 
an old stone arch and continues to wind it's merry way up the hillside into yet more 
forest. The temperature drops and mist rolls off the mountains streaking the road with 
patches of grey and hollows of cold dankness. 

I climb. The engine settles into a steady low yowl,  Turbine smooth.  

Oil dripping with glee and gay abandon as it gallops into the engine keeping us going 
and speeding us on our way. (Hey! what was in that coffee at Alf's?) 

I level out. A grey, eerie world now. Still, it helps me to concentrate on the riding. A 
tunnel mentality develops. Cut off from the reality of the outside world as the engine 
note deepens with the increase in speed. I should be slowing you would have thought 
but I can see half a mile ahead. The fog clearly defined on either side of the road. 
Strange phenomenon this! No one to share it with and I don't suppose anyone would 
believe me anyway! 

Six miles further on, lost in space and lost in time. I swing left at high speed 
concentrating on a drop to the valley below when directly above my head see a 
coloured patchwork quilt! It's exactly like a yellow and green quilt you used to see on 
folk's beds years ago before duvets became fashionable. I'm not mad guys! Slightly 
deranged yes but not loopy. I'm hurtling down this hill and a quilt is hanging in the sky 
above my head as with a "WHOOSH!" the wind blows in from the sea. The sun 
streams over the mountain and what was above my head reveals itself to be fields and 
fences of the mountainside four miles away on the other side of the valley.  

 

Fog does funny things to perception. Cecil. B. De Mille couldn't have done better!  

 

Encore!  

 

Author!  

 

Author! 
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But for now I get to turn left onto the A85 Crianlarich/Oban road. Skirting the northern 
shore of Loch Awe. Traffic builds and I have to keep the speed down. (Amazing!) 

I spent time riding a Vincent in Scandinavia a while ago. It was quite enjoyable with 
scenery quite like here! Yes! I know I should have saved my money and come to 
Scotland but I didn't know any better.  

I have to say that on a crisp sunny day blasting along the shores of Loch Awe would 
take some beating. A broad expanse of water narrows dramatically until the whole 
Loch is no more that 20 meters wide. The road following its windings exactly. The 
dramatic mountains rising directly from the Loch side soaring into the white scudding 
clouds.  

Well nearly and if it wasn't for the constant ache in the nether regions would have been 
'perfik' 

A coffee and block and tackle halt approached as I saw a 'Hotel' sign almost covered 
by Rhododendron bushes. A quick slide to the left as the rear wheel hops to the right 
sets us up nicely for the speedway approach down the long drive. The Rolls Royce 
proceeding in sedate regal state from the hotel to the road only had to brake a little bit! 

 

Paradise? !!! 
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Czech Racing  
As we’ve been following the trials and successes of Pavel Simek over the past editions 
I thought you’d like to see this fabulous shot of Pavel, his Scott and the spoils of his 
endeavours… 
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Supplier List 
 

Carburettors 
If you want good expert information and parts about carburettor contact  
Don Payne 
Hitchcocks M/cs 
Amal Specialists 
Rosmary Cott, Oldham Lane West 
Chadwick End, Solihull 
W Mids B93 0DL 
UK 
Tel 01564 783 192 
Fax 01564 783313 
info@hitchcocksmotorcycles.com 
www.hitchcocksmotorcycles.com 
 
If you have problems that the special Scott carburettor body is worn, Jon Hodges could 
make a new body - jon@myddfai.com 
 
If you want a more modern replacement, then Moss Engineering can supply an adaptor 
to fit the Scott crankcase and a Mark 1 Amal concentric carburettor.  
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
 
Petrol / Oil Tanks and Tool Boxes 
Down to the last few traditional Biscuit Tin Petrol tanks, also Traditional separate oil 
tanks and Tool boxes. 
Colin Morris 
The Conifers, Noke Lane, 
St Albans 
Herts AL2 3NX 
UK Tel 01923 671 441 
Sorry no email connection 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
 
 
Fork Repairs 
Elk Engineering. 
Contact Jake Robbins. 
Tel 01424 445460.  
Mobile 07986 254144.  
elkforks@aol.com 
I've had two pairs of Webb forks repaired/restored by Jake and he does a great job. He 
will straighten or retube (even taper tubes) and supply spindles, bushes and most other 
parts. 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
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Magnetos / Ignition Systems 
New Self generating electronic Magnetos. Vintage appearance 
BT-H Magnetos Ltd Leicestershire UK 
www.bt-h.biz/index2.htm 
 
BTH and Lucas Magnetos rebuilt for over 40 years 
Fred Cooper 
Tel UK (0) 1732 822030 
 
Special ignition systems 
Rex Caunt Racing 
www.rexcauntracing.com/ 
 
Spark Plugs 
NGK Co We use NGK spark plugs in our racer with complete confidence. Check out 
this website for info: 
www.ngksparkplugs.com/techinfo/spark_plugs/techtips.asp?nav=31000&country=US 
And this one for the UK 
www.ngkntk.co.uk/ 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
 
Instruments 
Rev Counters Electronic. “Scitsu” Pick up from HT lead. Vintage in appearance, works 
with mags. 
Dawson Harmsworth Ltd. 
PO Box 3606 
Sheffield S6 2YZ 
Tel UK 0114 233 7460 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Engine and Transmission Parts, Rebuilds, Services 
Scott big end roller plates 
Laurie Erwood (SOC member) 
laurieandval@erwood208.fsnet.co.uk 
 
Piston Rings Made to order 
Phil Daintree 
22 Hawkstone Road 
Whitefield, Manchester N45 7PJ - UK 
Tel UK 0161 766 4487 
 
Oil seals and O rings 
Rhondama Ltd 
5-6 Windmill Rd. Ind Est. 
Loughborough 
Leics LE11 1RA - UK 
enquiries@rhondama.co.uk 
 
Engraving - degree graduations on flywheels, Crank screws, etc 
Robinson Engraving 
15 Ruskin Avenue, Syston, 
Leics, LE7 2BY – UK  
Tel UK 0116 260 5998 
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Hard Chrome plating including bores 
Michrome Electro Plating Coventry UK 
www.michrome.co.uk 
 
Scott Engine and transmission rebuilding Specialist in 2 speed gears 
Ken Lack 
5 Norton Lees Square 
Sheffield S8 8SP - UK 
Tel UK 0114 281 1250 
 
Scott Engine and Transmission rebuilding 
Tim Sharp 
14 Hazel Beck, 
Cottingley Bridge, 
Bingley, 
Yorks. BD16 1LZ - UK 
Tel UK 01274 567 528 
 
Scott Engine and Transmission rebuilding 
Sam Pearce Motorcycles 
Unit 5, Stanley Lane Ind Est, 
Stanley Lane, 
Bridgenorth 
WV16 4FS 
01746 762743 
 
Scott Engine and Transmission rebuilding, New sports engines etc. Any challenging 
engineering project. Scott technical information on website 
Moss Engineering 
www.mossengineering.co.uk 
33 Kings Lane,  
South Croxton,  
Leics., LE7 3RE  
UK 
Tel (0) 1664 840215  
Fax (0) 1664 840215 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
 
Castings 
Engineering Patterns for quality replacement castings. Melton Mowbray UK 
Tony Pacey ( Tony has made my patterns for 35 years – says it all!) 
james.pacey1@ntlworld.com 
 
Aluminium Castings. Top quality floor moulding in high strength aluminium. Heads, 
barrels, cases etc. 
Accrite Aluminium Ltd. 
Unit 10, South Leicester Ind Est 
Beverage Lane, Ellistown, 
Leicester LE67 1EU 
Tel UK 01530 263 038 
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Iron Castings including Malleable iron brake drums etc 
www.castmetalsfederation.com/home.asp 
 
 
Metalcast (Bilston) Ltd 
93 Wolverhampton Street 
Bilston WV14 0LU –UK 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Brake and Clutch Linings 
 
Brake Linings, Clutch linings, British bike spares. 
Supreme Motorcycles Earl Shilton UK 
www.suprememotorcycles.co.uk 
 
Clutch plates 
Sam Pearce Motorcycles 
Unit 5, Stanley Lane Ind Est, 
Stanley Lane, 
Bridgenorth 
WV16 4FS 
01746 762743 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
Cycle Parts  
 
Tyres, oil, all types of accessories 
Ken Inwood. Hersham Racing Service 
173 Hersham Road, 
Hersham Nr Walton on Thames 
Surrey 
Tel UK 01932 229 547 
 
Control Cables 
T Johnson (Cables) G.B. 
cableman@btinternet.com 
 
Scott Radiators New and repair 
John Hodges Darrad Radiators 
darad@myddfai.com 
 
 
 
Rubber saddles 
John Budgen Motorcycles 
Toddington UK 
Edition 12 - 36 – March 2007 
PH/FAX: 011 44 1242 621495 
Rubber / Dunlop Drilastic type saddles 
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Terry Doyle 
Kick start springs-$20, Stainless dog bone dampers engraved-$80 set, Ribbed brake 
drums ala TT Rep or plain $300, Sprockets dished $300. Looking for 1920 Motor can 
swap other bits let me know your needs. Terry Doyle, 
Melbourne, 
Australia  
tdoyle@alphalink.com.au 
 
 
************************************************************************************************ 
 
General Spares 
 
Scott Owners Club Spares Scheme (Please note the SOC Spares Scheme can only 
sell to SOC members) 
www.scottownersclub.org/spares/ 
 
 
************************************************************************************************* 
 
Services 
 
Dynomometer setting up and tuning. 
Operating a dyno is not enough. For good setting up you need a water brake dyno and 
a really skilled engine specialist who can interpret the readings. Absolutely the best 
way to set up any engine.  
Dave Holmes  
Coventry 
UK  
dholmes@250mov.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 
Authentication of Scott Motorcycles by SOC Registrar. Send details and photo by post 
with SAE 
John Underhill 
74 Greengate Lane, 
Birstall, 
Leicester. LE4 3DL 
UK 
 
 
********************************************************************************************* 
 
Literature 
 
Technicalities – Bill Jamieson’s compilation of technical articles 
www.scotttechnicalities.com.au 
 
High quality black and white photocopy sets of manufacturer's original literature 
www.brucemain-smith.com 
 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 
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Garage Equipment 
 
Hydraulic bike lifts in all sizes 
Amy Holder  
Amoir Motorcycle Accessories�
http://www.freewebs.com/amoir_1/ 
Meridan 
Coventry 
UK 
Tel UK (0)7714 273247 
amydholder@hotmail.com 
 
Please note that Amy is the granddaughter of Matt Holder who rescued the Scott name 
and produced the Birmingham Scott’s. 
Your Scott should be cared for on a lift from those who help us 
 
************************************************************************************************ 

 
 
 

 

Disclaimer 
The content in this newsletter is offered as being correct in as far as we, the publishers, 
are able to verify. We can not be held responsible for any loss or damage incurred 
whilst carrying out any suggested procedures or using recommended suppliers.   

 

In fact the editor is a about as much use a petrol filled fore extinguisher when it comes 
to matters technical and the other spends his life in a shed, has a heap of debt, defunct 
machinery and is well noted for his erratic and eccentric behaviour (many attest to it), 
no judge would call him sane – Sue us? No your lawyer could not find enough for the 
fees as we both spend all our money on motorcycling and on brokers “margin calls” 

 

Seriously, we do our best to help freely, you should strongly consider anything we say, 
feel free to test carefully anything we offer and always get a second opinion… 

 

Enough said enough, you get the gist… Try suing us now! 
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The Final Word 
 

 Dear all – Just before I get to the real Final Word, I did just want to make one point –  

 

 

 

Please help by supplying (via emails deatiled on page 4) any interesting items, Mods 
you’ve made, restorations you’ve made (Scott or otherwise), what other bikes you have 
in your collections, trips you’ve made etc etc. Thanks, Graham 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

I love this little baby – like something straight from Amazingbikes.com – but… 

It’s ALL SCOTT .  
No prizes for guessing who’s it is, and it might not be everyone’s cup of tea – but I for 

one, LOVE IT - Graham 

 

 


