
Untitled
Colin Hough

Joined: 10 Sep 2004
Posts: 62
Location: Amersham, Bucks
 Posted: Sun Jul 13, 2008 6:45 pm    Post subject: Brum primary chain   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
I need to replace the primary chain on my Brum and do not know what it is or 
where I can get one from. 

Can anyone tell me what size the chain is, the number of links and a source? 

From Technicalities I have seen that a Replica engine needs a '4305' with 70 
links, but this is from a 1930 catalogue reproduced in Yowl in 1978 so I guess 
the reference number is not much use today!!! 

I have looked on the spares scheme but can only see a final drive chain and the 
Technicaliites has a different reference number for it so I assume it is not the
same size. 

Colin
_________________
Colin Hough 
1959 Brum 
SOC Membership No. 473 
 
Back to top        
 
 
Jan Buchwald

Joined: 31 May 2004
Posts: 94
Location: Danmark
 Posted: Sun Jul 13, 2008 8:40 pm    Post subject:    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
I once wrote i my Logbook: primary chain, ½"x .380 (428) 70 rollers. 
It is not that difficult to get the new chain on with a long peace of hooked 
wire
_________________
1956 Birmingham Scott, frame no. S 1060 
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Colin Hough

Joined: 10 Sep 2004
Posts: 62
Location: Amersham, Bucks
 Posted: Mon Jul 14, 2008 10:57 am    Post subject:    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Jan, 

Thanks for the feedback. 
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Untitled
I believe I am now sorting out the codes via checks on the internet and think 
you may actually have an error in your numbers. 

Going to the Technicalities reference of 4305 I believe that the first digit is 
pitch in eighths i.e. it means 4 eighths = half inch which matches your numbers.
I then think the next three numbers are the inside width of the side plates 
(i.e. width) in thousanths of an inch i.e. 0.305" whereas you have this as 
0.380". From a web site of chain types and sizes, I cannot find a 1/2" with 
0.380" and the widest they give is 0.305" (though for drive chain the 
Technicalities give 5380 which would be 5/8" by 0.380" width and this is an 
available size). 

As confirmation (I think), the web site lists the various codes for chain size 
and your 428 is given for the 1/2" by 0.305" width (which is also noted as 1/2" 
x 5/16" but don't ask me where the 5/16" comes from). 

I also note that you and the Technicalities give 70 links. 

Hene I think the chain references 4305 & 428 both mean 1/2" by 0.305" width and 
70 links are needed. 

If anyone can confirm or correct this I would appreciate it. 

Colin
_________________
Colin Hough 
1959 Brum 
SOC Membership No. 473 
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Jeff Reed

Joined: 02 Jun 2004
Posts: 21
Location: King's Lynn
 Posted: Mon Jul 14, 2008 12:48 pm    Post subject: Brum primary chain   

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Hello Colin,I think you will find the 1/2" pitch x.305" roller is the size used 
for mag. chains, the primary chain will be 1/2" pitch x .335" roller. (69 links 
plus connector) If the old chain is in place use it to pull the new one over the
flywheel sprocket. Jeff Reed. 
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Colin Hough

Joined: 10 Sep 2004
Posts: 62
Location: Amersham, Bucks
 Posted: Mon Jul 14, 2008 3:14 pm    Post subject:    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Geoff, 

Thanks - this has confirmed what I thought 

I went to a web site www.sproketsunlimited.com to get chain size info and they 
use three dimensions to define the chain - pitch, width and roller diameter. 
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I was quoting the width as 0.305" but did not give the roller diameter. For a 
1/2" pitch and 0.305" width the roller size is 0.335" i.e. as you say. Hence I 
believe we are talking about the same size i.e. 1/2" pitch by 0.305" with 0.335"
rollers. 

Also, we are talking about the same length - a length of chain with 69 links 
which needs a split connector to make a total of 70 links in the loop. This 
corresponds to 70 rollers in the chain length (the web site uses this definition
for length). 

Having had to fit the primary chain before, I will certainly use the old one to 
pull it through as I found it really problematic to get a length of wire to 
work. I also expect to have to remove the oil tank to get enough space which is 
another awkward job on a Brum 

Colin
_________________
Colin Hough 
1959 Brum 
SOC Membership No. 473 
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dave bushell

Joined: 09 Jun 2004
Posts: 231
Location: Caterham, Surrey
 Posted: Sun Jul 20, 2008 5:13 pm    Post subject:    

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
 
Hi Colin 
For future reference, the original Reynold chain was No. 110046 and as you have 
found out, was 69 links (which means one link was cranked) plus the spring link.
If you ask Sprockets Unlimited for an equivalent chain, they will offer you a 
choice of three - correct sizes but of different quality. You get what you pay 
for! 
For reference, the Reynold final chain reference No. was 110056. Length 
dependant on drive sprocket size.  
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